
Law Enforcement
Perspective:
It’s time to change the way we do business



Call for Service
July 22, 2004: 102 Avenue N 
South
Social Services requesting 
assistance for child 
apprehension. Reports of 
drug use in the home and 
that the young girls may 
have been forced into the 
sex trade by their mother.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On July 22, 2004: Police received a call to 102 Avenue N South in Saskatoon.  The call was to assist Social services in apprehending two siblings, Lateisha, age 8 and Nakota, age 10. There was evidence of significant IV drug use in the home. Both police and social services had received calls that Nakota had been doing “tricks” under her mom’s direction. The attending officers noted that Lateisha and Nakota seemed neglected and under developed for their age. Social services immediately apprehended and placed them into care.



4 reports 
of sexual 
assault

Theft of 
prescription 
opiates at 
age 11

Charged with 
Assault with a 
weapon

NAKOTA 
AGE: 24

3 Charges of 
Possession of 
stolen 
property

Charged with 
possession of 
methamphetamine

213 DOCUMENTED CONTACTS 
WITH POLICE

Reported 
missing 42 
times

12 reports of 
assault by family 
members

Victim of 
Aggravated 
AssaultVictim of Assault 

with a weapon 
causing bodily 
harm

Juvenile 
Charge of 
Robbery

Total Disposition: 
54 months of probation
8 months incarceration

3 Charges 
of Theft

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As of October 31, 2018: Nakota has had 213 documented incidents with the police. I can attest that she has had double that in undocumented incidents. There were reports over the summer that she had been held hostage by gang members and torchured. I recently ran into Nakota and she was missing a finger and had significant new scaring over her arms and face. Nothing has been officially reported to police and the details of exactly what happened are unknown. ** NAKOTA USES DRUGS**



Street Gang 
Member

2 Charges for 
pursuits in 
stolen vehicles

JUSTIN 
AGE: 29

5 Charges of 
possession of 
stolen 
property

5 Charges for 
possession of 
methamphetamine

146 DOCUMENTED CONTACTS 
WITH POLICE

Charged of Being 
Unlawfully at Large

21 Firearm 
Related Offences

Total Disposition: 
8.3 years incarceration

14 Charges 
of Break 
and Enter

32 Charges of Breaching 
Court Order

6 Charges for Possession for 
the Purpose of Trafficking 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Justin is a street level drug trafficker. Justin has never reported being a victim of a crime. I’m not sure what Justin’s childhood history was. However, I do know that his crimes began in adulthood. I also know that he lost his girlfriend and daughter in a car accident. *JUSTIN USES DRUGS* and represents the typical drug trafficker who the police deal with. 



TRAUMA CRIMEADDICTION POLICE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Based on my policing experience and research it is quite obvious that the vast amount of individuals currently being policed have roots in trauma. *IV drug use patrol car story* Many police officers experience PTSD and have to access help simply for attending the traumatic calls, not being the ones directly involved. That trauma often leads to addiction. Although some improvements are being made, our current drug and social policies criminalize drug addiction. 
CRIME:
No legal access, means they need to break the law to obtain their substance. The market that they are forced to deal in is violent, chaotic and brutal. Due to that chaotic environment they are forced to access in order to obtain drugs, crime becomes a means of not only obtaining their supply but also is required to participate in that market. 
POLICE:
As we know, crime leads to police and the more calls for service an individual or community generates, the more attention from the police they recieve. 
Today,we primarily police the crime and chaos associated to addiction.



CRIMEADDICTION

“We were seeing some good declines 
until about two years ago when 
methamphetamine hit. That’s driving a lot 
of our armed robberies, theft of vehicles, 
theft from vehicles, household break and 
enters and break and enters into 
businesses.” - Former Chief Clive 
Weighill, SPS

“We do know from our 
own experience that 
those issues around 
drugs and addictions 
fueled offending is what’s 
our challenge here” -
Chief Troy Cooper, SPS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what do we know about the link between addiction and crime? It’s not just me saying it.



CRIMEADDICTION

“I believe that most of our 
acquisitive crime in Calgary is 
fuelled by the current 
environment  we see around 
addictions and drugs” - Deputy 
Chief Paul Cook, CPS

“One third of all homicides 
in 2017 were the direct 
result of illicit drugs playing 
an integral role in the crime. 
More break-ins, home 
invasions, and robberies 
have occurred because of 
that as well” - Chief Danny 
Smyth, WPS



2017 Calls for Service:  110,809

16,937 Property 
Crime

3,457 Violent 
Crimes

788 Weapon 
related Offences

1156 Drug 
Offences

BUDGET: 95.8 Million

10,935 People 
Arrested

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policing costs 20% of the cities budget. Policing people like Nakota and Justin is expensive.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
While police are forced to focus their efforts on the crime and chaos surrounding addiction, something else occurs: ORGANIZED CRIME GOES VIRTUALLY UNPOLICED



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second or possibly even the largest global economy is ILLICIT?! Repeat…







Presenter
Presentation Notes
The illicit drug economy is growing, people are dying, and countries are being ruined. I’m not referring to the overdose victims here. I am referring to the mass murders as well as the displacement of people at the hands of cartels, gangs, guerilla groups and paramilitaries. 

You can hear my friend George and his wife on an upcoming podcast episode talk about their story.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unpoliced organized crime has dramatic impact in Canada as well. Not just on crime and societal issues but on our economy. Billions of dollars in cash can’t leave the country. The easiest investment… real estate or HSBC :)

Illicit funds are used by people to cheat our current system everywhere. In Saskatoon, I know several very successful entrepreneurs who have even become staples in the business community, who were able to get a false start. They were able to get further ahead than a family that grinded it out cheque by cheque in the legal market. 



TRAUMA CRIMEADDICTION POLICE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So I bring us back to the road that we are currently on. We need to remove the crime and chaos associated with addiction. 
I try to ask every guest at the end of my podcast if addiction is a criminal justice issue, health care issue or something else all together. Not one has said its a criminal justice issue yet we are treating it as such. 



TRAUMA SERVICESADDICTION SUPPORT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SERVICES:
It starts with a LEGAL SUPPLY....STARTS NOT ENDS.  Decriminalization, without a legal supply only removes the harm of entering the justice system for minor offences. It doesn’t remove the harm from the illicit market, shrink organized crime or provide police with more resources to be reallocated to other areas or back to the community. r
Access to drug replacement therapies.
Access to affordable housing.

SUPPORT: Meeting individuals where they are at. 
Allow them to continue using in a reduced harm environment. Traditional harm reduction strategies (safe consumption sites) are essential but their role is to support the individual.  
Have Detox / treatment facilities. 
Peer lead community outreach.
Become a trauma aware society. 
Create policies to remove the choas and crime associated to addiction. - Researched based drug polices is what we advocate for.

Only by provided these types of support and services in conjunction will we truly see a dramatic impact to our communities overall safety, security and well being. . 




PUBLIC 
SAFETY

CRIME 
PREVENTION

CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATIONS

POLICE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS:
We are quite good at. But that’s because the vast majority of crime that we investigate is easy. It get far more challenging and far more expensive to target real criminals. Especially without a shift in economics.  When a drug market is regulated, organized crime profiting off that industry slowly shrinks, making it more manageable to investigation. Counterfeit cigarette investigations highlight this perfectly. 

Public safety and crime prevention was tasked as a police responsibility by Sir Robert Peel in 1857. However, with everything that we know today, public safety and crime prevention should not fall to the police alone as they do not equip the tools to make some of the biggest impacts in the area. 

PUBLIC SAFETY:
When it comes to public safety, we are great at handling individual situations and have adequate training and equipment to respond to almost any crisis. Police play an active role in traffic safety. Most police agencies have social media accounts are much better and putting information out to educate the public on what is occurring in their neighbourhood. However, public safety must refer to EVERYONE, including people who use drugs and people who are struggling with addiction issues. With our current drug policies and lack of services to the people who need drugs, the public is not as safe as it should be. Driveby shootings and home invasions occur daily and could be stopped.

CRIME PREVENTION
The vast majority of our crime, can’t be prevented by the police. Crime prevention is a community concern and when we know that the majority of crime is fueled by addiction to illicit drugs, the police aren’t in control of making the largest impact. Health and social services are. Community problems require a community approach. 





“Getting tough on crime won’t fix 
the challenges before us. We need 
to get tough on poverty, 
homelessness, racism, and 
disadvantage . . . Until root causes 
of violence are properly 
addressed—poverty, poor housing, 
disadvantage, etc.—Indigenous 
people will continue to be 
vulnerable and disproportionately 
represented in Canada’s justice 
system. Overall, we cannot lose 
focus on that.” 

- Former Chief Clive Weighil, 
SPS

"The real call for us, rather than just 
to say decriminalization, is we need 
better tools. We need better 
community supports to deal with 
these problems. And then we can 
likely have a more mature 
discussion about what should be a 
crime and what isn't a crime."

- Chief Roger Chaffin, CPS



@sayknoworg
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