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Latest news from CRISM View this email in your browser

News and Notes

News and Notes keeps you in the loop on Regional and National activities from the 
Canadian Research Initiative in Substance Misuse (CRISM) Prairie Node.

In this issue...
CRISM Prairies Updates

New CRISM Prairies Partnership
CRISM Prairies Annual Meeting 2018 - Draft Agenda Now Available!

Events & Activities

Moms Stop the Harm: Free Panel Discussion
H.E.R. Pregnancy Program (Streetworks): Panel Discussion 
UofA Research Symposium: Cannabis, Endocannabinoids & Mental Health
SIIT: SK Regional Wellness & Addictions Knowledge Exchange 2018
Stimulus 2018: Draft Agenda Available!

Resources & Funding Opportunities

Consultation Request: Canadian Drugs and Substances Strategy
Proposal Request: Mental Health Commission of Canada
Training Opportunity: Fundamentals of OCAP®
Learning Sessions: Opioid Dependency Treatment Virtual Health - Alberta Health Services

Did you miss it? Items from our previous issues...

Resource: CCSA & CISUR - Canadian Substance Use Costs and Harms (2007-2014)
Harm Reduction International 2019 - Registration & Abstract submission open

You can contact CRISM Prairies using the information provided at the bottom of this email.

Funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research
CRISM is a national network dedicated to translating
substance misuse intervention research results into

practice and policy.
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CRISM | Prairies Updates

New CRISM | Prairies Partnership

The Alberta Addiction and Mental Health Research Partnership Program and the Addictions & Mental
Health Strategic Clinical Network of Alberta Health Services have partnered with CRISM | Prairies. This
partnership will address research, evaluation, quality improvement, and measurement questions related to
substance misuse. 
 
This analytic and research collaboration is opening up administrative data on substance use and is
creating a line of sight between applied knowledge generation and research activity. The long-term goals
of this partnership are to support researcher access to addiction and mental health client data from acute
and specialty health care services and programs, and to promote innovation in analytics. 
 
Stay tuned for a call for proposals soon!

CRISM Prairies Annual Meeting 
November 1 & 2 2018

The CRISM Prairies team is pleased to share our annual meeting draft agenda. This document is
available for download here as a pdf file for your review. 
 
The meeting will be hosted at Wanuskewin Heritage Park and out of town guests will stay at the Park
Town Hotel in Saskatoon. Transportation to the site will be provided daily. 
 
If you have any comments, questions, or further ideas for the agenda please be in touch with Node
Manager, Denise Adams (denise.adams@ualberta.ca). All travel expenses will be covered for CRISM
Prairies node members. 
 
You can register for the meeting by following this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7HLD5YG 
 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Events & Activities

Stimulus 2018: Draft Agenda Available!
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Stimulus: Drugs, Policy and Practice in Canada conference is happening from October 3-5 2018 in
Edmonton AB. This event will include varied activities including, workshops, plenaries, panels, oral
presentations, photography, poster presentations, spoken word, art showing, book reading, community
tours, as well as a film festival. 
 
You can register for the conference and review the draft agenda by visiting the conference website, or you
can download the draft agenda directly here.

Moms Stop the Harm: Free Panel Event 
How Can Communities Support Families Affected by the Opioid Crisis?

This interactive panel discussion examines the challenges and priorities faced by families who have loved
ones living with, or have died from, problematic substance use in Canada. Panelists will discuss strategies
to support individuals and families in the context of the opioid crisis, highlighting community-led
responses, treatment options and gaps, and preventative measures. Panelists will discuss compassionate
ways to support families affected by substance use, and will highlight the importance of family advocacy to
change drug policy. 
 
This free symposium is open to the general public, especially those directly affected, but also to
professionals who want to learn more about the family experience and how families can be part of the
solution. Presenters Include:

Petra Schulz: Co-founder, Moms Stop the Harm
Leslie McBain: Co-founder, Moms Stop the Harm; Family Engagement Lead, British Columbia
Centre on Substance Use
Katie Mai: Stakeholder Engagement Coordinator, British Columbia Centre on Substance Use
Dr. Rebecca Saah: Assistant Professor, University of Calgary O'Brien Institute for Public Health
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Dr. Hakique Virani: Public Health and Addiction Medicine Specialist; Assistant Clinical Professor,
University of Alberta Department of Medicine; Medical Director, Metro City Medical Clinics.
Moderator: Lorna Thomas, Moms Stop the Harm.

To register for this free event please visit the Eventbrite listing.

H.E.R. Pregnancy Program (Streetworks): Panel Discussion 
Pregnancy and Substance Use: Emerging Policy and Practice Trends II

The HER Pregnancy program will be hosting a satellite day on women, pregnancy and substance use, in
conjunction with the national Harm Reduction and Drug Policy conference, Stimulus 2018: Drugs, Policy
and Practice in Canada. This day of learning (October 2, 2018), is for frontline workers, physicians,
nurses, social workers and anyone else interested in moving towards having harm reduction as a central
strategy in medical and social responses to women and pregnancy.

With guest speakers Dr. Susan Boyd (University of Victoria), Dr. Ron Abrahams (Medical Director of
Perinatal Addictions at BC Women’s Hospital as well as Consultant Physician at the Sheway Program
Vancouver), and Nancy Rosenbloom (National Advocates for Pregnant Women). The day will also include
a presentation from the HER Pregnancy program, and a panel discussion that includes women with rich
lived experiential knowledge. 
 
To register for this event please visit the Eventbrite listing or download the poster here.

UofA Research Symposium: 
Cannabis, Endocannabinoids & Mental Health
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How does cannabis affect your brain and behaviour? What are some of the risks of cannabis use? Can
consuming cannabis reduce anxiety? How will legalized marijuana change use by adolescents, and how
should we respond? Is there a level of cannabis consumption that is without risk in some people? 
 
Come get the answer to these and other questions on October 9 2018 from 9:00am - 4:30pm at the Lister
Centre, University of Alberta — Maple Leaf Room. Lunch will be provided, registration is free, and all are
welcome to attend.  
 
CRISM | Prairies will be well represented at this event, with presentations by Drs. Rebecca Haines-Saah,
Kathy Aitchison, and Cam Wild. 
 
You can review the tentative agenda here and email nruadmin@ualberta.ca to register for this exciting
day!
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SIIT : SK Regional Mental Wellness & Addictions Knowledge Exchange 2018

Please join the Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technologies (SIIT) Wellness & Community Development
Unit on Thursday, September 20, 2018 from 9:30am-3:30pm at Prairieland Park Halls A & C in Saskatoon
for the annual Mental Wellness & Addictions Knowledge Exchange. The event will feature keynote
speakers, interactive workshops and lunch hour entertainment. 
 
This free public event focuses on empowering our frontline addictions workers, friends and family who
seek support and resources. Mental health, addictions, and cultural/holistic organizations are also
welcome to register an information booth free of charge.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/804cf23af1aa7eea7bc13b77f/images/bfa6054c-db0b-4c29-8be6-4bf7440d244b.jpg
http://eepurl.com/byf8i9
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=804cf23af1aa7eea7bc13b77f&id=9208bbf2f2
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=804cf23af1aa7eea7bc13b77f&id=9208bbf2f2
javascript:;


9/12/2018 Latest News from the Prairie CRISM Node

https://mailchi.mp/086487fe64e3/latest-news-from-the-prairie-crism-node-3688433?e=f7f76cb880 7/10

Resources & Funding Opportunities

Consultation Request: Canadian Drugs and Substances Strategy

On September 5th 2018 Health Canada launched a public consultation on potential next steps in the
Canadian Drugs and Substances Strategy (CDSS). The purpose of this consultation is to engage
Canadians on new and innovative ideas on how to further strengthen the federal government’s approach
to substance use issues through the CDSS. 
 
The consultation will last for 90 days, closing on December 4, 2018, and is open to all Canadians -
everyone is invited to share their ideas! You can complete the online questionnaire to provide input on
possible next steps in the CDSS or you can share your story about how substance use has impacted your
life or the lives of people you know. 
 
To learn more about the consultation and to provide your feedback please visit Health Canada or email
hc.cdss.consultations-scdas.sc@canada.ca 

Proposal Request: Mental Health Commission of Canada 
Advancing Cannabis Research, Education and Awareness in a Legalized and Regulated Environment
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The Mental Health Commission of Canada (MHCC) is seeking a snapshot of the state of knowledge and
evidence on cannabis and mental health in Canada and internationally. The MHCC is seeking a
consultant to conduct a systematic review and updated scan of best evidence and existing research
related to mental health and cannabis use in Canada. 
 
For more information please visit the MHCC website or download the request for proposals here. 
 
The deadline to apply is September 28 2018 with all work to be completed by February 1 2019.

Training Opportunity: Fundamentals of OCAP

This comprehensive overview of the First Nations principles of OCAP® (Ownership, Control, Access and
Possession) is a result of the requests received in recent years from First Nations, students, researchers,
academics, federal officials and other interested individuals – nationally and internationally who are
looking to gain a better understanding of OCAP® and how it pertains to principled research, data
sovereignty, and information governance that respects First Nations. 
 
There is an upcoming opportunity for OCAP ® Training in Edmonton, Alberta on October 4, 2018. The
deadline for registration is September 21 2018. Training is open to anyone who is interested in learning!
You can download the training poster here and the registration form here. 
 
The training is offered in partnership with the Alberta First Nations Information Governance Centre
(AFNIGC) & Algonquin College. Participants will receive a certificate from Algonquin College upon
successful completion of the online testing.  If you would like more information on the course, please visit
the First Nations Information Governance Centre Fundamentals of OCAP training page. 
 
AFNIGC will cover the costs associated with the training as well as provide lunch for the participants.
Please email Darcy Jagodzinsky with any questions!

Learning Sessions: Opioid Dependency Treatment Virtual Health 
Alberta Health Services

Monthly virtual health learning sessions have been announced for 2018-19 by Alberta Health Services,
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Addiction & Mental Health. These 3 hour sessions (9am-12pm), provide the opportunity to learn from
inter-professional experts across the province about OUD and OAT through didactic presentations, de-
identified case discussions, and question and answer periods. 
 
Learning sessions launch on September 21 2018 with Dr. Rob Tanguay, Dr. Saifee Rashiq, Dr. John
Pereira & Dr. Alvis Yu, as they discuss the topic of chronic pain and OUD. 
 
For more information please download the pdf brochure directly. Registration is now open and should be
completed through iScheduler. 
 
If you have any registration or iScheduler questions please email telehealth.info@ahs.ca

Did you miss it? Items from our previous issues...

 Resource: CCSA & CISUR - 
Canadian Substance Use Costs and Harms (2007-2014)

In June 2018, Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction (CCSA) and the University of Victoria’s
Canadian Institute for Substance Use Research (CISUR) released a new report, Canadian Substance
Use Costs and Harms (2007–2014),  covering a broad range of substances including alcohol, tobacco,
cannabis, opioids and central nervous system (CNS) depressants, cocaine and CNS stimulants, and other
substances such as hallucinogens and inhalants.

Providing national, provincial and territorial estimates for the cost and harms of substance use between
2007 and 2014, the study estimates the total cost of substance in Canada in 2014 at $38.4 billion. Alcohol
and tobacco use contributed over two thirds of these costs, while opioids ranked a distant third. 
 
To learn more and download the full report please visit the CCSA website or CISUR website. You can also
visit the Canadian substance use costs and harms website at csuch.ca to learn more about this project.

Harm Reduction International Conference 2019

HR19 will be 2019’s largest international harm reduction event, bringing together over 1,000 people from
around the world working at the heart of harm reduction and drug policy. Over four days of presentations,
workshops, films, networking events and more, the conference will continue its history of providing a
dynamic forum to share the latest research and discussions on best practice in drug use, harm reduction
and human rights. 
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Despite progress in the global debate, reform in many places remains far off. HR19 will be a unique
opportunity to learn first-hand about the public health and rights advances made under Portugal’s model.
The conference theme, ‘People before Politics,’ will underpin all HR19 activities and highlight the
importance of putting public health and people’s lives before political ideology. 
 
To receive conference updates and find more information please visit the HR19 website. Abstract
submissions are open until September 28 2018!

Questions? Comments? Contributions? 
Please be in touch using the information provided below!

News For the Node? 
If you have news for the node please send the information that you would like included in our next issue to
barb.fornssler@usask.ca. If something is happening in our region we are happy to share!  
 
CRISM | Prairies Office 
4-061 Edmonton Clinic Health Academy (ECHA) | University of Alberta 
11405 - 87 Avenue,  Edmonton Alberta, Canada T6G 1C9 
Phone: 780-492-0135 
Fax: 780-492-0364 
Email: denise.adams@ualberta.ca  
 
News and Notes is a way to keep informed about CRISM Prairies developments. Email us anytime if you would like to discuss

Node activities or for additional information. Please send to node manager denise.adams@ualberta.ca with a copy to

cam.wild@ualberta.ca
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